BUCKLAND AND CHIPPING PARISH COUNCIL

Meeting 206
Minutes of the Meeting of Buckland and Chipping Parish Council held on 19th January 2009 at 8.00pm at The Crown, Buntingford.
Present:
Councillors Mrs B.Little, Mrs M.Ling, J.Jones, J.Noades and J.Kenyon (Chairman).
Also in attendance:
Mrs. J Jones (Clerk)




2 Members of the Public

206/1

APOLOGIES

Apologies were tendered by Councillor Hall.
206/2

TO RECEIVE MEMBERS DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

No Declarations.
206/3
TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS OF THE PARISH COUNCIL (NO 205) HELD ON 4TH NOVEMBER 2008 AND TO AUTHORISE THE CHAIRMAN TO SIGN THEM.
Following a proposal from Councillor Jones, seconded by Councillor Mrs Ling and a unanimous vote it was
RESOLVED

That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council (No 205) held on the 4TH November 2008 are a true record and the Chairman was authorised to sign them.
206/4

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT.

The Chairman expressed sympathy on the death of a local resident, Mrs Jean Zabel and gave details of the funeral arrangements.

The Chairman reported that the Village Bonfire Night had been successful with 40 – 50 villagers in attendance.                                                                              
206/5

NEWSLETTER AND MATTERS ARISING.
The Chairman stated that the last newsletter had an interesting mix of contents.

Councillor Mrs Ling stated that she had been grateful to receive copy from a villager, some articles unfortunately were received too late to be included.
Councillor Mrs Little asked for clarification of deadlines as she had submitted articles which had not been included, there had been some misunderstanding regarding the cut off point.

It was agreed that if possible the deadlines would be agreed at the meeting and published in the Minutes.

206/6

A10 AND MATTERS ARISING.
Councillor Jones reported that he had been working away since the last meeting and had not had the opportunity to further the VA signs issue.

It was reported that works to Chipping Bridge should be underway in February and will take 4-5 weeks to complete.

206/7
CONSIDERATION OF USE OF THE CHURCH AS A VILLAGE HALL - UPDATE
The Chairman reported that he had received confirmation that a contractor has been appointed to start work at the Church. There will also be four new portable heaters provided.

It was suggested that once the works have been completed, an Open Day is held.

The Clerk explained that Councillors had been undecided at the previous meeting whether to apply for a grant for furniture for the Church.

It was agreed to hold this over to the next meeting.

206/8

TO CONSIDER PLANNING APPLICATIONS & DECISIONS RECEIVED.
Barkway Golf Club and Anstey Quarry.

Councillor Mrs little reported that the proposed works at the Barkway Golf Club had caused consternation in surrounding areas with the prospect of many lorries using the B1368. The applicant had suggested using the Barkway Road as an alternative. The Clerk had written to Herts County Council with our objections. A site meeting was held on the 5th December. At this time the application has been withdrawn.

The meeting on the 5th December had moved on to the Anstey Quarry, with similar concerns regarding lorry movements. 70% of the lorries go South and 30% North. The Quarry Manager suggested that the Barkway Road was an attractive alternative route. The application is being considered on the 20th January by Herts County Council.

The Clerk was asked to investigate the possibility of a weight limit on the Barkway Road.

3/08/1927/FP Change of Use of building to storage and display uses ancillary to Christmas Barn Shop. Lower Far, Ermine Street, Buckland.
Permission Granted.

3/08/1791/LB removal of internal wall/construction of new rear window and associate works. Malyons, Back Lane, Buckland.

Permission Granted.
206/9

TO APPROVE PAYMENTS MADE.


No payments made.
206/10
BUS SHELTERS CHIPPING AND BUCKLAND.

Councillor Jones reported that he and other Councillors had met Herts Highways at the site of the proposed southbound Chipping bus shelter that morning. It had been reported that Highways do not own the sub-soil but are responsible for the grassed areas and have powers to remove or place.

It had been confirmed to Highways that alternative sites had been considered and residents consulted. Highways are to visit the occupiers of 1, Royal Oak Close tomorrow, they are looking for a compromise, possibly to site the bus stop and review after one year.


The site lines were checked and were deemed not to be a problem. Alternative sites were looked at but deemed to be unsuitable.


Following a proposal from Councillor Jones, seconded by Councillor Noades with a unanimous vote it was


RESOLVED


That a contractor is appointed to attend to the northbound shelter at Buckland.

206/11
SEWERS - UPDATE.

The Chairman reported that the sewers had blocked again over the Christmas period.   
206/12

ADOPTION OF VILLAGE TELEPHONE KIOSKS – UPDATE.
In the absence of Councillor Hall there was no report.

The Chairman reported that he had received a suggestion from a resident that a memorial plaque should be placed in the Chipping telephone box in memory of Mrs Zabel who had recently passed away. Mrs Zabel had often cleaned the telephone box and put flowers in it.
It was agreed that the wording of the plaque will be agreed at the next meeting.

206/13
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH TO DISCUSS REINSTATEMENT OF SCHEME.
The Clerk was asked to e mail Jill Dockley to ascertain the response to the recent leaflet drop.

206/14

CREATION OF PARISH WEB SITE.
Councillor Jones stated that a grant had been obtained from HAPTC for the creation of a Parish Council web site. Unfortunately he had not had the opportunity to pursue the matter.
206/15

TO APPROVE THE 2009/2010 BUDGET AND TO SET THE 2009/2010 PRECEPT.
Following a proposal from Councillor Noades, seconded by Councillor Mrs Little with a unanimous vote it was
RESOLVED

That the 2009/2010 Budget be approved.

Following a proposal from Councillor Noades, seconded by Councillor Mrs Little and a unanimous vote it was

RESOLVED

That the 2009/2010 Precept be set at £ 4132.00, representing a 3.19% decrease.
206/16

MATTERS FOR REPORT AND OR REFERRAL TO NEXT AGENDA.
A.
Consideration of requesting a weight restriction on the Barkway Road.

B.
Summer Concert St Andrew’s Church 2009.

C.
Maintenance of Brookside. (Clerk to ask for further maintenance to the access road.)
206/17

TO NOTE CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED.
Notification that Councillor Jones has been appointed to the District Standards Committee.

Request from EHDC to nominate candidates for the Civic Awards. Councillors were asked to consider possible candidates and inform the Clerk.

206/18

TO INVITE MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC TO ADDRESS THE MEETING.
A suggestion was made that the Council invites IT students to design a Council web site.

206/19

DATE OF NEXT MEETING.



Monday 9th March 2009 8pm The Crown Inn, Buntingford.



DEADLINE FOR NEWSLETTER : Monday 23rd February 2009.
Meeting  closed   9.27pm






5
3
Approved as a true record
                                                               Date


